Captains -- please pass on to those who are not in the cc-list. Also, if your players want to be in the distribution list for future activities, send an email to your team members and I so that I may include them in the distribution list.

 

We had a great turn out and competitive matches. We had a couple of new teams (Scott’s and Jonathan’s) and players (Liz, Silke, Chris, Flora). As was the case last time, Jose’s friends were life/game-savers (Orlando, Nelson, Flora) as they filled in for some players who were late or did not show up. Thanks you.
Everybody was generally happy with self-officiating games. Many thanks to the captains for enforcing the rules, mediating when necessary, and making fair calls; hats off to you for a job well done.

 

All teams played for 1:30 to 5:30 and the winning 4 teams playing for an extra hour! Congratulation to all for exhibiting endurance and finishing all games. Most importantly, we had only one minor physical injury (sprained ankle).
 

At the end of round robin of 9 teams, Jonathan's and Scott’s teams had the best records (8 and 0, and 7 and 1, respectively). In the finals, they played 2 best of 3 games for first and second places. Jonathan's team won in two sets and took the first place. It would have been a much closer game were it not for Jonathan's recruitment of professional players.... ha ha ha. Congratulations to both teams for demonstrating good volleyball/Wallyball skills and playing as cohesive teams.

 

Of the remaining teams, Jose's team had a record of 5 and 3, and four teams had a record of 4-4 (Moe, Aya, Fran and Bryan). Of these, Aya’s team had the best point difference and played Jose’s team for 3rd and 4th places. Jose’s team won 2 of the 3 sets in very close games.

The ranking of teams, including the round robin and playoff records for the top 4 teams, were:

 

Jonathan (8/0 in round robin and 2/0 in playoffs) … perfect 10
Scott (7/1 in round robin and 0/2 in playoffs)
Jose (5/4 in round robin and 2/1 in playoffs)
Aya (4/4 in round robin and 1/2 in playoffs) 
Moe

Bryan

Fran
Peter

Roy
We had about 10 friends and family members dropping by to watch the games and joined the players for pizza afterward. Many thanks to Aya who took charge of food and supplies, as well as helping me organize the games and address interpersonal issues that arise whenever you have a large group of people. Also, many thanks to those players who showed up early and helped get the supplies in, setup nets, and to Juan who got there with the extra net 2 minutes before the games began. Finally, many thanks to the Providence Center Managers, especially Kristian, who reserved the courts for us, helped us setup the equipment, and gave us a room for free to use. Kristian also helped Bryan’s team by playing a couple of games with that team (after Bryan benched Ahmad … ha ha ha). 

 

I'm sure we'll have more teams the next time around. Hopefully we can do this again when it gets too cold for outdoor activities (before or after Christmas). I'll send an email in a month or so. There will be enough time for new teams to be formed as new players join the group and exiting players change teams, which I think is healthy, as it will help even out the teams even more.

 

If you took pictures or movies, please send them to Aya and I for posting on the web and distribution to all. 

Finally, here is a summary of our accounting.

 

Income =    
$449 
($7/player for food, $5/player for entrance fee, $4/family-friends sharing food)

Food Expenses:             
Pizza paid by Aya: 
$110

 
Supplies purchased by Aya: 
  $69


Supplies purchased by Ahmad = 
  $55


Medals paid by Ahmad= 
  $55


Court fee paid by Ahmad = 
  $40


Entrance fee for 30 people by AF =     $147

Total Expenditures =  $476

Balance =
$(27)         


Moe’s team paid an extra $12 (Yassi’s fee paid twice). I will use the $12 to cover the cost of food for Moe’s kids/guests for sharing the food. Art paid $40 even though his team could not play because of last minute work conflicts. I will take $15 to cover the cost of food that we had already purchased and return $25 to him. That pretty much balances the books. I also took home lots of paper plates, which we will be able to use the next time.
 

If you know of others who’d like to play in the next tournament, shoot an email to me and Aya. Also, let me know if you’d like to have a different format the next time around. Here are some ideas that I’ve heard from players:

· Play 2-3 games in round robin instead of just one 

· Play a couple of nights over the span of a week or two

· After the first round break up into two divisions (first 5 teams and second five teams) and recognize the top teams in each division.

· Play at Fairfax Racquet Club, which has a better setup for the group

I think any of these or other formats would work provided that we do not substantially change the rules, especially the safety rules (no crossing the median, no touching the net), and most people are happy with the arrangements.

..... Cheers

